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Illinois Environmental Protection Agency • 2200 Churchill Road, Springfield, IL 62706 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE: A p r i l 9 , 1987 

TO: Don J o s i f - USEPA 

FROM: Kenneth W. C o r k i n ^ 

SUBJECT: 0310000000 — Cook County 

J ' s Mobi l S e m i - T r a i l e r Repair Inc./McCook 
Superfund/HRS 

F i lm Recovery Systems, I n c . o f Elk Grove V i l l a g e , I l l i n o i s operated a s i l v e r 
recovery business which recovered s i l v e r f rom photograh ic and x - r a y 
nega t i ves . The f i l m , chopped-up t o dime s i ze p i eces , was process through a 
cyanide s o l u t i o n t o remove s i l v e r then washed I n a cyanide d e s t r u c t s o l u t i o n 
and removed f rom the p l a n t I n leased s e m i - t r a i l e r s . The t r a i l e r s were s to red 
a t va r i ous l o c a t i o n s i n the Cook County a rea . J ' s Mobi le S e m i - T r a i l e r Repair 
Inc . i s one o f these s i t e s . 

There were 14 ch ip f i l l e d s e m i - t r a i l e r s l o c a t e d a t J ' s Mobi le S e m i - T r a i l e r . A 
number o f t r a i l e r s were found t o be l e a k i n g a small amount o f a cyanide 
bear ing l e a c h a t e , however, t he re was no o f f - s i t e m i g r a t i o n . S ta ins on the 
ground I n d i c a t e d t h a t the leacha te remained i n p lace u n t i l evapora t ion took 
p l ace . TTiese s t a i n s were no more than two f e e t i n d iameter . I n J u l y , 1983 a 
s t a t e funded emergency a c t i o n was conducted a t t h i s s i t e i n which the t r a i l e r s 
were "decontaminated" and the con ten ts t r anspo r t ed o f f - s i t e f o r d i s p o s a l . 

Var ious i nspec t i ons have i n d i c a t e d t h a t the s i t e i s comple te ly fenced and has 
1 imi t ed accessi b i 1 1 t y . 

The l o c a t i o n o f t h i s s i t e i s i n an i n d u s t r i a l i z e d area w i t h i n a densely 
populated urban a rea . There are no c r i t i c a l h a b i t a t s nor are t he re any 
i r r i g a t i o n w e l l s e x i s t i n g i n the sur rounding a rea . D r i nk i ng water u t i l i z e d by 
communit ies w i t h i n the t h ree m i l e rad ius o f the s i t e i s ob ta ined from e i t h e r 
Lake Mich igan , through the C i t y o f Chicago's d i s t r i b u t i o n system, o r f rom 350' 
- 2050' deep w e l l s owned by the i n d i v i d u a l communi t ies. These w e l l s serve a l l 
o r p o r t i o n s o f communit ies (no t served by Chicago water ) sur rounding t h i s 
s i t e . I n d u s t r i a l water i s a l so ob ta ined i n the manner a p p l i c a b l e t o each 
community. 

The i n f o r m a t i o n supp l i ed i n d i c a t e s t h a t the re are no t a r g e t s f o r e i t h e r 
groundwater o r su r face water m i g r a t i o n pathway's. The rou te scores would 
r e s u l t i n Sgw=0 and Ssw=0. To ta l score would be Sm=0.00. The p r i o r i t y 
assessment shou ld , t h e r e f o r e , remain a t a " low" s t a t u s . 
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